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The Kaiser, finding that his authority was waning, entrusted
Prince Maximilian with the duty of Imperial Chancellorship.
This statesman in response to President Wilson's insistence
on the condition of a popular government in Germany prior
to opening of peace negotiations issued his appeal to citizens,
soldiers and workmen. The [Revolution of 1918 changed
completely the aspect of German internal policy ; it led to
the abdication of the Kaiser and the dethronement of
Princes in the different states, and the advent o£ the
socialist party. The National Constituent Assembly, the
members of which had been elected by direct, universal,
equal and secret, suffrage, met at Weimar on February 0,
1919. In the Assembly the Social Democrats were the
most numerous party but their 165 seats out of a total of 421
were not strong enough to command a majority. Therefore
they formed a Coalition \vith Clericals and Democrats. In the
actual task of framing a permanent constitution there were
two distinct parties ; those who wanted to wipe off the states
and establish a complete centralization, and those who wished
to retain the separate character of the states with the only
stipulation of curbing tho power of Prussia. After pro-
tracted discussions they arrived at a compromise between
the two extremist views and a real federal constitution was
drawn up which, without being subjected to a referendum,
was put in force by executive order on August 11, 1919*,
This constitution established a M-cameral legislature in
which the lower house is the representative of tho German
citizens as a whole. The chief executive power is vested in
the President who is elected by the votes o£ the people
but he exercises his power with the advice of the Chancellor
and the ministers on whom the chief responsibility of
administration rests. There is thus a combination of presi-
dential and parliamentary forms of Government The
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